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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the effects on elementary school students’ English learning motivation through integrating English songs and nursery rhymes in music classes. 197 students of 4th and 5th grades (97 male, 100 female) in Chia-Yi city participated in this quesi-experimental study. Two kinds of questionnaires were used to investigate students’ English learning motivation and perceptions of the experiment. Data was analyzed with descriptive statistics, two-way ANOVA, and t tests. The results indicated that students’ English 
motivation was maintained through the experiment while significant decline was found for the motivation of the control group students. Experimental group students also reported positive perceptions and influence on their cognitive and affective learning through the learning of English songs and nursery rhymes in 
music classes. The results of this study indicated that the effect on applying this kind of musical approach can be positive in elementary school students’ English learning. Discussions and pedagogical implications were also provided.
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Introduction

English has been the language most commonly used in communication between people from different countries, and has become an important language in the 21st century. Just as English is the key to enter the universal village (Jenq, 2003), music is also the common language in the world. Music is an essential part of language learning for abecedarian students and has been used as a remedy for decreasing the EFL beginners’ high-anxiety during the learning process (Ortis, 2008). As Chiu (1998) and Doong and Jenq (2003) claimed, singing songs has been one of students’ favorite activities in their EFL classes. Researchers and educators have noticed the beneficial outcomes when they integrated song-singing and rhyme-chanting into their language classes, especially on enhancing students’ interests (Graham, 2006; Schoepp, 2001; Shi, 2003), making English-learning less stressful (Yang 2008), and also providing the appreciation toward the target culture (Brown,2002; Chang, 2000, 2003a, 2003b; Li, 2003; Lu, 2003; Saricoban & Metin, 2000). 
Method

Research Design

A pretest-posttest quesi-experimental design with a control group was employed to investigate the effects of integrating English songs and rhymes into music classes on elementary school students’ English learning motivation. During the 8 weeks experimental period, students of the experimental groups received instruction for English songs and rhymes, such as the popular song “Over the Rainbow” from Connie Talbot’s CD.
Settings and Participants
Four 4th grade classes and two 5th grade classes (197 students) from a suburban public elementary school at Chia-Yi city were involved in this study. ….

Students’ Perception Questionnaire. The Students’ Responses and Perceptions Toward English Song Teaching Questionnaire was designed by the first author. This scale contained twenty discrete items which were categorized into 4 dimensions: EFL motivation (item 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 15, and 16), learning strategies (item 6, 11, 12, 13, and 14), obstacles in EFL learning (item 17, 18, 19, and 20), and engagement (item 9 and 10).
Data Analysis

The data of this study was analyzed by the computer software SPSS (Statistical Packages for the Social Science) 12.0 FOR Windows. Descriptive statistics analysis was conducted to provide an overall view of the participants’ responses. Paired-sample t test, and two-way ANOVA repeated measure were computed to answer the research questions of this study.
Results
A 2 × 2 ANOVA repeated measure was conducted to evaluate the difference between the experimental and control groups before and after the experiment. As shown in Table 1, for motivation intensity, no significant interaction effect was found between time (before and after) and groups (F = .45, p = .50), but….
Table 1
Two-Way Repeated-Measures ANOVA for Group and Time on Motivation Intensity

	

Source
	SS
	df
	MS
	F
	p

	Between-Subjects Effects
	
	
	
	
	

	    Group
	463.87
	1
	463.87
	6.43
	.01*

	    Error
	14057.76
	195
	72.09
	
	

	Within-Subjects Effects
	
	
	
	
	

	    Time
	401.07
	1
	401.07
	6.73
	.01*

	    Time × Group
	26.94
	1
	26.96
	.45
	.50

	    Error
	11623.54
	195
	59.61
	
	

	Total
	26573.17
	
	
	
	


Note. *P ＜.05
Discussion
Originally, the hypothesis of this research was that the students’ EFL motivation of control group would stay the same or decrease, and the motivation of experimental group students would increase after the experimental instruction. However, the findings of the study indicated somewhat different results.
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